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AFFORDABLE HOUSING SHORTAGE 
Petition 

HON ALYSSA HAYDEN (East Metropolitan) [3.03 pm]: I am actually very proud to present a petition that 
was presented to our Premier, Hon Colin Barnett, out at Mirrabooka at a community forum on Friday. The 
petition contains 94 signatures and is couched in the following terms — 

To the Honourable the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring your urgent attention to the issue of Western Australia’s lack of affordable 
housing and the impact it is now having on our families. 

We find ourselves in the intolerable position of not being able to provide our families with safe and 
stable homes. 
Many of us have been listed on the Department of Housing’s wait list for many years. With even the 
priority list now extending out to several years, we are desperate to find homes. 

We cannot afford private rental properties. For the few properties that are affordable, we have been 
unsuccessful because of the overwhelming number of applicants. 

Too many people have no choice but to sleep in their cars, tents and on the floors of friends and family. 
This is highly unsuitable, unsafe and de-stabilising for our children’s health and education. 
Now we ask the Legislative Council to give urgent attention to our housing needs and the housing needs 
of those Western Australians who are currently suffering homelessness due to a critical shortage of 
affordable housing properties in both the private rental and social housing sector. 
And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray. 

[See paper 5356.] 

The PRESIDENT: I will just note that it is up to the member if the member wishes to draw any petition to the 
attention of the Premier or any other body, but I am pleased to hear that the petition was framed in the correct 
way for presentation to this Legislative Council. 
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